SUMMER SEALS DAY CAMP ANNUAL REPORT
2024

This past summer, the Summer Seals Day Camp (SSDC) celebrated its 18™ consecutive

1”7

year serving our mission: “enriching lives (of our campers), one summer at a time

Our camp director for the summer, Katie Spracklin, teaches within the Selinsgrove Area
School District. For SSDC 2024, she oversaw a quality teaching staff of current students and
graduates from Susquehanna University’s incredible education department.

e 3" grade teachers: Brandon Zimmerman and Chloe Michaels

e 4™ grade teachers: Allie Keister and Jaimie Hooe

e 5™ grade teachers: Lauren Weinhoffer and Lauren Stokes

e Student Advocates: Joanna Campbell and Katie Sheaffer

SSDC is an evidence-based learning program with educational units designed by our
teaching staff to improve the campers’ core reading and math skills. To track the progress of the
campers’ learning, the staff takes skill measurements throughout the summer. Their scores are
reflected in the following tables:

Fact Fluency Skills (average # of multiplication facts correct out of 75 in 5 minutes)

START END
3 Grade 20.3 27.1
4t Grade 37.6 36.3
5% Grade 50.1 53.7
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Math Skills (average # correct out of 10):

START END
3 Grade 3.7 4.3
4™ Grade 6.1 6.4
5% Grade 5.6 6.6

Reading Skills- Comprehension (MAZE) (average # correct in 3 minutes):

START END
3" Grade 8.9 13
4™ Grade 15.5 21.5
5t Grade 10.6 16.6

Reading Skills- Fluency (DIBELS) (average # of words read correctly per minute)

START END
3 Grade 357 48.3
4™ Grade 93.1 109.3
5% Grade 71 86

Besides serving our educational mission, we also provide significant social and
recreational opportunities for our campers. The overarching theme of SSDC 2024 was “Local

III

History Comes to Life!” and included field trips to: The Mifflinburg Buggy Museum, The Joseph
Priestley House, a stream study in the Susquehanna River, and trips to the Selinsgrove
Community Pool! To give back to the community, SSDC held its annual car wash fundraiser and
ran a clothing drive to support The Mustard Seed, a non-profit thrift store, located in Selinsgrove.
SSDC held its annual “Rotary Luncheon” and welcomed many Rotarians of the Selinsgrove Area
Rotary Club to have lunch with our campers and staff. SSDC also hosted its first “Donor Day,” held
to honor our many loyal donors over the years. Donors and board members alike were able to
tour camp to see it in action and enjoy lunch alongside our campers and staff! We then celebrated

the end of camp together with our annual end-of-camp celebration and graduation ceremony!

SSDC is blessed with many dedicated community volunteers, especially our Board of
Directors (members listed below), who are focused on ensuring the quality of the program in a
fiscally responsible manner. SSDC’s successes are shared through newsletters, our Facebook
page, and our website (www.summerseals.org).

The Board of Directors remains focused on development and sustainability. Mindful of
our role as good stewards of our donors’ confidence and resources, the Board continues to use
the services of Bill Bucher, C.P.A., and the firm of Herring, Roll & Solomon, P.C., to ensure that
SSDC's fiscal affairs are properly executed. Donna Ross offers critical assistance with the Board’s
administrative and fundraising responsibilities. We also extend our sincere gratitude to two
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http://www.summerseals.org/

special individuals upon their leave from our Board: Amy Veach and Damian Gessel, who served
our Board selflessly as Board members for eight years and three years, respectively.

Because SSDC is a 501(c)(3) entity and a registered charitable organization, donations to
SSDC are tax deductible. SSDC is also a designated organization with the state Educational
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program, which continues to provide substantial financial support
through several local banks and other businesses. Moreover, SSDC appreciates the sustained
support of a great many individual donors.

The cooperation of the Selinsgrove Area School District, which provides a venue as well
as operational support, is critical to the success of SSDC. We also value the participation of several
foster grandparents who bring added intergenerational benefits to our program.

We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of all our supporters, but especially our
program partners: the Selinsgrove Area Rotary Club, the Selinsgrove Area Community
Foundation, Susquehanna University’s Education Department, and the Selinsgrove Area School
District. Their continued commitment to SSDC, its campers and their families inspires us all.
Please follow us on Facebook and see how we make Summer Seals 2025 another successful year!

SSDC 2025 DATES TO REMEMBER:

Camp will run June 9 - July 31 (off on Fridays and July 3 & 7)
Annual Car Wash date TBD
End of Year Celebration is July 31

This annual report was compiled and submitted in February 2025
on behalf of the SSDC Board of Directors:

e Cameron Trego (President) ® Kelsey Sands

® Ryan McGuire (Vice President) e David McLaughlin, Ph.D.
® Colleen Kerber (Secretary) e Dottie Anderson

e Jodi Cope (Treasurer) e Kim Burkhart

e Paul Bozella e Heath Brosius, Esq.

e Chris Markle e Toby Skinner
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Local history came to life when campers visited the
Joseph Priestley House!

Campers enjoyed a day by the Susquehanna River, complete

with a stream study, all thanks to David McLaughlin, Ph. D.-

Education Department Chair at Susquehanna University and
SSDC Board Member!
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Last day of camp group shot! This is always such a bittersweet
day. Fun fact: on the last day of camp, this group of SSDC
campers were the first students to play on the brand-new

playground equipment at the Selinsgrove Area Intermediate
School, that they watched being built all summer long!

To our donors: thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We could not continue our mission of
enriching lives one summer at a time without each one of you! These smiles truly say it all.

Follow us on Facebook to get the latest on the SUMMER SEALS DAY CAMP!
https://www.facebook.com/SummerSealsDayCamp/
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